
Southern states are still infested with Confederate monuments that do not accurately 

portray the beliefs of Americans today. Many of these monuments were erected during the 

reconstruction era when African Americans finally gained their freedom after the Civil War. The 

main purpose of these monuments were to intimidate the recently freed African Americans and 

limit their freedom using fear. People who defend the Confederate monuments are called 

apologists and they want to keep them because it is a part of their heritage. Other people are 

against reserving confederate monuments because by keeping them we are honoring historical 

figures who were racists who fought for slavery. Confederate monuments should be taken down 

because it is a symbol held by racists, the people being honored are no longer heroes, and it 

allows for white supremacy to continue. 

The Confederate monuments and all the “Southern pride” it comes with is a symbol held 

by racists and white supremacists. According to the New York Times, a Confederate flag waving 

white supremacist murdered nine African Americans at church. This incident portrayed the true 

meaning behind their “heritage” and “Southern pride”. It made it impossible for politicians to 

hide the fact that “Southern pride” is simply a cover act for racists and white supremacists. 

Throughout the course of time, the ideology of white supremacy has certainly died down;in fact, 

it is almost non-existent compared to the 1800’s. If white supremacy is no longer accepted by the 

majority of people then shouldn’t the monuments go down along with the idea? All in all, 

America should not continue to uphold these racist symbols in the disguise of Confederate 

monuments. 

Many of the Confederate monuments in the Southern states are people who were once 

considered heros. They were considered heroes because they did what the public believed was 
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moral at the time. However, through a modern lense these people are anything but heroes. Take 

Nathan Bedford Forrest for example, a general respected for his contributions in the Civil War in 

the south. According to the New York Times, Forrest who was deemed as a hero in the south by 

many, was responsible for killing countless African American soldiers, owning slaves, and being 

a member of the KKK. He was an obvious racist which is something unacceptable in today’s 

ethics and therefore should not be memorialized. In addition, numerous Confederate monuments 

in the south follow this template and it is immoral to still have them up.  

Monuments serve to memorialize certain event and people, they are a constant reminder 

of what these events and people stood for. Confederate monuments simultaneously serve to 

remind white supremacists of their origins and strike fear into African Americans. By keeping 

these monuments white supremacists and gives them an idol to look up to. Leaving these 

monuments show the racists and white supremacists that they have won. These monuments will 

continue to rationalize their actions and motivate them. The most effective way to combat white 

supremacy would be to take these memorials down. 

People defending these Confederate monuments claim they deserve to stand because they 

were built for the purpose of mourning. Furgurson believes monuments built by grieving family 

members should be kept because it is a monument for the dead. Although some monuments were 

built for the purpose of mourning, just because these people passed it does not  pardon their 

wrong doings. A monument dedicated for mourning is not necessary. These people can just 

mourn in their graves or a private area where only they can see the monument. The public should 

not have to see these monuments when it has nothing to do with them. 
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In today’s age and time Confederate monuments are no longer necessary nor do they 

belong in the United States. Their only true purpose is to empower racists and white 

supremacists while reminding African Americans of the struggles their ancestors went through. 

Removing these monuments is not rewriting history ;instead, it is moving on from the fear and 

oppression this country used to oppress African Americans. These people being memorialized do 

not belong on top of a pedestal because they are a symbol of racism, not heroes, and fuel white 

supremacy. 
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